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Preface

One of the tasks in the ESSnet project on SDC (Statistical Disclosure Control) deals with the development of guidelines for the checking of output. A project group has been formed to develop these guidelines. On 11 April 2008, this project group convened for the first time at the offices of Statistics Netherlands. This document is a brief description of that first meeting and the work done since that time.
The first meeting
In the morning the representative of each country gave a brief overview of the facilities for microdata research in his/her country.

We also defined the scope of our project:

· All outputs are considered, irrespective of whether they come from an RDC or represent some other form of research output.

· All types of output are considered, i.e. tabular data and analytical output. But because we deal with research output, we will not revisit the huge amount of work already done on disclosure control of tabular data produced by the NSI itself.
· Wherever procedural issues on running an SDC relate to the actual checking of output, they are included in the scope of our project.
In the afternoon we determined our approach. To reach a common set of guidelines based on best practices, we will follow the following steps:

· Defining a number of issues regarding output control. Examples are “Is all output checked?”, “Is there a training for SDC-users?”.
· Gather information on each of these issues by sending a questionnaire to countries that run an RDC. In the questionnaire, respondents have to describe the current situation in their country regarding the issue, accompanied by its benefits and downsides. By learning the benefits and downsides, the project group can try to extract best practices. Stating benefits and downsides creates possibilities to give credit to inherent differences between countries (for instance in regulations regarding microdata access).
· Extract best practices from all returned questionnaires.

After deciding on this approach, the remainder of the day was spent drawing up the list of issues.
Current status of the project
The questionnaire has been developed. At present a list is drawn up of people to send the questionnaire to. We aim to send out the questionnaire within 1 or 2 weeks.
Due to the pending summer holidays, it is likely that it will take until at least the end of August before most of the responses will be received. Based on the content of the responses, a decision will be made on the most appropriate time to convene again in person. If there are large differences in the responses on crucial issues, it might be wise to discuss them first. 
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