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1. Review of the Handbook on Statistical Disclosure Control from the aspect of clarity and lucidity
Structure of the handbook
The handbook has a clear structure. After an introductory part, the handbook deals separately with micro and tabular data disclosure control. The chapters follow the order of the disclosure control work phases.  
The structure supports the understanding of non expert users/newcomers. The introduction chapters explain the problem, the main points of the problem and solving process. The handbook can be read as a textbook; it introduces readers in the topic step by step, and it becomes gradually more and more deep and professional.
No special knowledge is required as prerequisite to understand, because everything is explained very well, and the references help to find literature to learn more background.

Each chapter describes a phase of the disclosure control process and gives solutions, but gradually introduces the new research results as well. Each chapter begins with an overview of a phase, after which the reader can find the theory of this phase and solutions with the Argus software. Every chapter contains examples, which are suggestive and help to understand the theory. References are added to each chapter.
On the other hand, it is a necessary handbook for expert users. Glossary and index are very useful. Chapters are self-contained, so they can be read separately. 

For another thing, I found some problem: In the chapter 3.2.9.3 the book makes a reference to the appendix. Although at the end of the book there is a chapter called Appendix (9), but in this reference there is another appendix: 3.2.9.7. It should be written there.
Special topics in the handbook

It is valuable, that a chapter describes the legal/ethical background of the problem, and the methodological consequences are discussed in relation with regulations and tendencies/expected changes in regulations. 

It is a special value that the book deals with the actual, increasing/emerging challenges like remote access.

Problem found: however sometimes, the examples should be explained more detailed. For example more explanation is needed for understanding Table 3.2, 3.3.
Problem found: At the end of the microdata chapter the practical issues and the introductory example are very valuable for the protection of full scope survey data. It includes help for household full scope survey. But since the protection of business data and full scope survey are important also, so these should be included too.
Language
As the usual reader non-native speakers of English, it is important that the language is easy enough.

Simple, short sentences highlight the concept. 
Problem found: Expressions should be reviewed to be more correct everywhere (for example page 73). The ordinal and the references of the expressions are failed many times too (i.e. page 105).

Problem found: The use of abbreviations and acronyms are perplexing (for instance page 22). Local abbreviations used only in one chapter are confusing; these should be listed at the beginning of the chapter or at the end of the book.
Problem found: The expression 3.3.2.1 (page 73) is in the section 3.3.4.2.  This ordinal should imply the No. of section, or its format should differ from the format of sections ordinal.

Special tool to support understanding, a proposal …..
In the section 3.3.5 there is an example for numerical microaggregation. In Table 3.10 and 3.11 there is the SME dataset. A colleague of me completed this example with a figure for our inner statistical disclosure control course. This figure proved useful for understanding the essentials of microaggregation. It is helpful using colours (or several tones of grey) in the graph and in the table.
	Table 3.10: Example: SME dataset
	 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	Table 3.11: Example: 3-anonymous version of SME dataset

	Company name
	Surface (m2)
	No. Employees
	Turnover (Euros)
	Net profit (Euros)
	
	Surface (m2)
	No. Employees
	Turnover (Euros)
	Net profit (Euros)

	A&A Ltd
	790
	55
	3212334
	313250
	
	747,5
	46
	3212334
	313250

	B&B SpA
	710
	44
	2283340
	299876
	
	747,5
	46
	2283340
	299876

	C&C Inc
	730
	32
	1989233
	200213
	
	747,5
	46
	1989233
	200213

	S&D BV
	810
	17
	984983
	143211
	
	756,67
	8
	984983
	143211

	E&E SL
	950
	3
	194232
	51233
	
	756,67
	8
	194232
	51233

	F&F GmbH
	510
	25
	119332
	20333
	
	322,5
	33
	119332
	20333

	G&G AG
	400
	45
	3012444
	501233
	
	322,5
	33
	3012444
	501233

	H&H SA
	330
	50
	4233312
	777882
	
	322,5
	33
	4233312
	777882

	I&I LLC
	510
	5
	159999
	60388
	
	756,67
	8
	159999
	60388

	J&J Co
	760
	52
	5333442
	1001233
	
	747,5
	46
	5333442
	1001233

	K&K Sarl
	50
	12
	645223
	333010
	
	322,5
	33
	645223
	333010

	
	   747,50    
	     45,75    
	averages in groups
	
	

	
	   756,67    
	      8,33    
	
	
	

	
	   322,50    
	     33,00    
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2. Summary of results testing the Argus software
Trying to adapt Tau-Argus for dynamic database
Earlier our Institute tried to use Tau-Argus software for the protection of a dynamic database. I have collected some reasons, why we could not apply this software.

Argus is not acceptable directly for dynamic data base, and it is complicated to convert the dynamic database into a text format.

Another problem is the operating system, because this database is under UNIX.

The third problem is the number of dimensions. Users can query this database up to 11 dimensions, but Tau-Argus has a lower limitation of dimensions (6 dimensions).
At last, our metainformation system is incompatible with the metafile of the Argus.
A novice joins battle with Tau-Argus
When I started to deal with statistical disclosure control, I tried to come to know the Argus software. My only supports were the Argus manuals. I used my personal computer for testing Argus.
I downloaded Mu- and Tau-Argus from the website http://cbs-rndtest.vb.cbs.nl/casc. It was the 4.1.0 version of Mu- Argus and the 3.2.0 version of Tau-Argus. At first I used the test files, and the software was working well. After, I tried to use our Research and Development Database for Tau-Argus, and I had many difficulties. Research and development is a full scope survey, with almost 380 columns and 200 rows.
Tau-Argus has a limitation; it can read only 100 columns, so I had to truncate the file. But I realised this situation only when I tried to open the file in Tau-Argus, and it was not working. The Argus manual should contain this information.

I tried to open this file by Microsoft Excel to truncate the database, but it has also a limitation. So it was complicated to convert the database in a convenient format for Tau-Argus.
After, I tried to prepare a metadata file, but it was difficult also, because our metainformation system is not compatible with Argus. So, I had to prepare it manually particularly.

When I tried to run the Tau-Argus, I realised that my files are not correct.  It was not so easy to find the problem, because the Argus did not send so good error messages to come to know/solve the problem usually.

On the other hand, if the software had found a problem, it has quit, so I had to start afresh. 
At last I could prepare a proper microdata and metadata for Tau-Argus, and I could try to execute a disclosure control. This period of the process was easier. The only difficulty was to choose the proper parameters. But the software was working well.
It is very good, because the user can edit the metafile by this software. It is easy to specify tables and safety rules by Argus, and the manual contains much useful information for not expert users. 
The report file is very valuable. It is easy to re-enact the process of disclosure control if the report file is available. The output microdata file is utilizable, but unfortunately the output metadata is not appropriate for Argus.
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