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Comments on

τ-Argus software
Statistics Sweden is presently working towards a standardized production system, moving from a previous situation with a large set of IT-solutions to a more limited set of standard tools in a relatively new process oriented organization. An anticipated result of this new direction is that we probably will rely less on development in-house and more on “standard” software.
In this setting τ-Argus is considered the main candidate as the standard tool for disclosure control of tables. However, at present we are not able to connect τ-Argus with other components in the production system in a transparent and user-friendly way. Today the agency mainly uses SAS, SQL and to some extent Excel and SuperCross as platforms for statistics production. To this end an IT-project is being launched.
The project is aimed at investigating and providing a specification on how τ-Argus can be incorporated within the present and planned production framework at Statistics Sweden. The project will 
1. evaluate the functionality of τ-Argus with respect to the requirements at Statistics Sweden, i.e. different types of tables and situations (see the separate PM Comments on Handbook of Statistical Disclosure Control). We will also evaluate the need for the extended optimisation functions via the commercial LP-solvers, XPress or Cplex.
2. evaluate how to incorporate τ-Argus with the present and planned production system at Statistics Sweden. Especially we will investigate
a. formats for input- and output data used by τ-Argus as compared with standard formats at Statistics Sweden
b. how to exchange metadata between τ-Argus and the MetaPlus
 system
c. how the program can be run from SAS or other existing systems via automatic batch file creation and data conversion
d. to what extent execution via SuperCross is applicable.
3. investigate to what extent ETOS
 can be used as tool for risk identification in tables 
The project is planned to start in June 2008 and expected to end October 30 2008.

Obviously this project has several common issues with the present ESSNet project. However, since both of us (Michael Carlson and Ingegerd Jansson) are involved in both projects we expect to be able to report on the progress in both directions.
Extended functions: disclosure control for frequency tables
After seeing several examples of a “sloppy” and routine usage of the usual minimum frequency rule in frequency tables (that almost always did not provide the protection needed) we formulated some ideas about how to expand the rule to a set of rules. These rules would take into account the presence of “informative zeros” by comparing cell counts with the corresponding marginal counts. These ideas are presented in a separate PM (see Proposal for Extended Threshold Rules for Disclosure Control in Frequency Tables).
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� MetaPlus is a general purpose metadata system developed by Statistics Sweden. 


� ETOS (formely known as CLAN) is a SAS-program (or rather a system of SAS-macros) developed by Statistics Sweden. The program is a general purpose tool for Estimation of Totals and Order Statistics but in some special versions it included a rudimentary function for identifying risk cells in tables based on sample data using sample weights. In many situations when cells/objects in the data need only be classified according to risk criteria and not necessarily protected (e.g. tables and microdata delivered to Eurostat) we have identified a possibility of simply using the ETOS system for this purpose.





